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CEILIDH DANCﬁEq1

Saturday 30th May at 7.00pm

— Dancing with —

Tickets £15 per person with pasty or £10) without pasty

Book tickets and pasties in advance
Pay on the day

Card and Cash Bar

In aid of The Friends of St Odulph to support our church
To book tickets/pasty WhatsApp Francesca

07802 493595




Pillaton Village News

No. 243 May 2026

I begin this editorial with the rather frightening realisation this will be the 100th
edition of the Village News that I've produced. I'm not sure whether that should
be a cause for celebration or commiseration. Readers might have their own view.

Delcia Miles was the first editor, having started the Village News 40 years ago in
1986, then in 2009 she asked me to help. It was only supposed to be for a while!!
They say time flies when you are having fun.

As editor I've sometimes found writing an editorial a bit of a struggle and must
have repeated some topics many times over the years, particularly that old
British favourite, the weather. Now since 2009 many things have happened that
I could never have predicted, although there are some similarities. Back then
Britain had a Labour government, so no change there. Gordon Brown was Prime
Minister and now he’s back again having just been appointed as a special envoy
on global finance. Otherwise, it’s been all change with the sad passing of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, a new king on the British throne, Brexit, a major
European war involving Russia, continuing turmoil in the Middle East, the use
of artificial intelligence, chatbots and an ever increasing reliance on the internet.
More recently there appears to have been a complete upheaval of the British
political landscape with the rise of Reform UK and the Green Party to challenge
the traditional ruling parties, whilst in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland
nationalist governments are in control.

On a personal note, the intervening years have also had an effect. I can
remember getting very nervous during the pandemic when someone sneezed in
the mixed spice aisle of the supermarket, I still haven't paid the ransom to rescue
friends from the clutches of a Colombian drug cartel and now I find myself busy
trying to second guess the actions of a US President when ordering my domestic
heating oil.

Fortunately, in Pillaton it’s a much brighter picture. There are still lots

of traditional events taking place in the village such as the Cherry Feast,
Gardening Club shows, Harvest Supper, and the Skittles League. There are also
improvements being made to the Village Hall in terms of a new kitchen and
Wi-Fi provision, and new equipment being sought for the playing field. Finally,
there is always the summer to look forward to.

The next copy date is Monday 6 July - full details on page 23.
In the meantime, [ might just treat myself to a small, celebratory glass of wine.

Robin Dwane,
Editor
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PROCEEDINGS OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 17 MARCH 2026
PRESENT Councillor Dolley (Chairman) Councillors: Bridgman, Bunkum
Floyd, Moore & Warne (Vice Chair) Also in attendance: Christopher Cook -
Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), Cornwall Cllr. Jim Gale.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION Three members of the public were also present.
APOLOGIES ClIr. Johnson.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST None.

MINUTES
The draft minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 3 February were approved.

MATTERS ARISING None.

REPORT BY CORNWALL COUNCILLOR JAMES GALE

Cornwall Cllr Gale reported:
Cornwall Council full council agreed to 4.99% increase to the Council Tax levy
for 2026 /27. 2% of finance is directed to Social Care support.
Cornwall Highways addressing pothole repairs. 378 already filled (497 new
reports) 5,000 total reported pothole incidents recorded.
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) draft Policy issued for
consultation. The draft excludes Crown properties development. Draft appears
slanted towards Housing development.
Launceston (Exeter Street medical drop-in hub) now operational. Liskeard,
Saltash & Callington hubs under review to be opened to deal with minor injuries
etc.
Solar Farm local developments under review by the Cornwall Council.
Generally Solar Farms involve a loss of farmland. Dupath Development still
pending decision.
Tamar Bridge consultation regarding the increase to admin. Charges under
review.
Cornwall Council Finance budget. Funding reveals a deficit in the budget
spread over 3 years. £80million cost to run the Bridge & Ferries per annum.
70% Tamar bridge expenditure and 30% for ferries.
The Planning in Principle aspect being introduced which will affect local
planning applications and the (NPPF) which is currently in draft format.
Introduction of Car parking charges at Kit Hill has been annulled.

FINANCE

The Council approved the following payments: Clerk’s salary £150, Bank charges

£4.25, Chairman’s expenses £15.98, Local elections fee £2,290.94. Total £2,461.17.

PLANNING Two new applications.

PA26/01025 - Smeaton Farm — Construction of agricultural building to cover
open fouled yard to reduce polluted surface runoff. Councillors resolved to
support this application.
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PA26/01433 - Flowerwood, Pillaton - Hedgerow removal notice for removal of
two sections of hedgerow. Councillors (with 2 abstentions) resolved to support
application subject to conditions regarding a suitable replacement brick wall.
Post meeting note - Application withdrawn 27 March.

CHAIRMAN'S ITEMS

Cllr Dolley (Chairman) reported that he and Cllr Bridgman had completed
lubrication works and anti-rust minor repairs to play equipment. The Activity
centre climbing frame to be dismantled by the end of April, before the annual
RoSPA inspection due in May.

ClIr Dolley (Chairman) thanked Cllr Bridgman for cutting the hedges in the
Recreation Field and without charge to the Parish.

COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Defibrillator ~ No further report.

Ely Tipping No significant fly-tipping to report.

Playground equipment The Playing Field Support Group is managing the

purchase of new playing field equipment (especially the replacement activity centre
for which a bid for funding has been made to the Howton Solar Farm Fund).

Safeguarding No reports.
Neighbourhood Priority Statement (NPS) No further report.

Community Highways Improvement programme 2026/29 No further report.
The scheme is now closed for applications. Councillors resolved to note.

CLERK'S ITEMS

Assertion 10 LT. Policy statement adopted. Councillors resolved to adopt
Assertion 10 compliance requirements and signed their own individual
statements.

Window Glaqp

UPVC Fascias, Guttering etc,
Gutter Cleaning & Unblocking

For free quote call Rob on 07990 996886
or 01579 384435




PROCEEDINGS OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 7 APRIL 2026
PRESENT Councillor Dolley (Chairman) and Christopher Cook - Parish Clerk
& Responsible Financial Officer (RFO).

Also in attendance: 6 members of the public plus Cornwall Cllr. Jim Gale.

Apologies: Cllr Moore.

CHAIRMAN'S WELCOME
Cllr Dolley (Chairman) welcomed residents to the Annual Parish Meeting.

MINUTES
The Minutes of the Public Meeting held on 1 April 2025 were noted.

CHAIRMAN'S ANNUAL REPORT
Cllr Dave Dolley (Chairman) delivered the Annual Report.

The Parish Council has dealt with four reported episodes of fly-tipping in the
Parish over the past 12 months. All incidents were reported to Cornwall Council
and debris cleared within a few days of being reported.

Following the RoSPA safety check of the children’s playground equipment,
repairs were undertaken including to a fence and the swing bolts. The wooden
train has been removed from the playground, and the climbing frame is due for
removal. Repairs are planned to the seated shelter which requires a new frame.
The Council have reported several potholes to Cornwall Highways and repairs
were carried out. Potholes are an on-going problem, and the Council will follow
up and report new potholes when they form.

Three new planning applications were received over the year, and all were
approved by the Parish Council.

PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) delivered the End of Year Accounts

statement for the year ending 31 March 2026.

Annual receipts General Account £5,102.80 and payments £4,323.85

Annual receipts Interest Account £20.28 (interest) and payments £2,290.94
Total Annual Receipts £5,123.08 and Payments £6,614.79

The year end General Account balance £1,308.03 and Interest Account £892.46
Total Funds £2,200.49 (Compare with Council budget £5,000.00)

The full report can be viewed on the village website.

MATTERS OF INTEREST RAISED BY PUBLIC

A resident noted there had been an increase with pre-app planning applications
relating to farm agricultural buildings and barns being altered to other commercial
use. The Cornwall Councillor confirmed that this seemed to be the case, but full
planning applications would still have to be submitted in due course.

Editor’s Note - These are abbreviated notes on the proceedings of
Pillaton Parish Council meetings; full versions of the draft minutes
from each meetings can be found on the village website.




PROCEEDINGS OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 7 APRIL 2026
PRESENT Councillor Dolley (Chairman) Councillors: Bridgman, Bunkum,
Johnson, Floyd, Moore & Warne (Vice Chair) Also in attendance: Christopher
Cook - Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), Cornwall Cllr. Jim Gale.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION Four members of the public were also present.
APOLOGIES None.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST None.

MINUTES
The draft minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 7 April 2026 were approved.

MATTERS ARISING  None.

REPORT BY CORNWALL COUNCILLOR JAMES GALE

Cornwall Cllr Gale reported:

400 CiL funding applications had been submitted by Parish Councils amounting
to £27million. The budget is £750,000 which has now been raised to £2million.
Cornwall Highways addressing pothole repairs as previously reported in March.
Many repairs have now been completed although some are only temporary repairs.
Expressions of Interest have been submitted by the local Councils represented by
Cllr Jim Gale, 3 EOIs have been supported for funding. Several scheme requests
have been turned down due to cost or because of unsuitability. Requests range
from lighting, speed restrictions, speed reduction notices/gates, speed bumps
height and opening of footpaths/bridlepaths.

Solar Farm local developments are still under review by the Cornwall Council.
Generally Solar Farms will mean a loss of farmland(s). Development at Dupath is
pending decision and a full planning application has yet to be submitted.

The Planning in Principle aspect being introduced which will affect local planning
applications and the (NPPF) is currently in draft format with no further update.

FINANCE
The Council approved the following payments: Clerk’s salary £150, Bank charges
£4.25, Parish Clerk Contractual Office Allowance £26. Total £180.25.

PLANNING

Two new applications received for the same property, as follows:
PA26/00792 & PA26/00793 - Pillaton Barton Farmhouse — Both applications
refer to the installation of solar panels to a 1980s detached double garage,
including storage batteries/inverter within the garage itself, and an external
vehicle charging point. The second application (00793) seeks the necessary Listed
Building consent.
Councillors agreed to support both applications in principle, subject to
receiving details concerning regulations relating to the proximity of the
proposed solar panels on the SW elevation to the pathway next to the
development. The Planning Department to advise regarding statutory
requirements.




CHAIRMAN'S ITEMS

The Chairman thanked all Councillors who had helped with maintenance issues
in the playpark and appreciated them giving of the time voluntarily over the past
year. The Playing Field was being well used by residents.

Urgent work is required to repair the gazebo seating area. The train equipment
has been removed. All is good with the new goalposts.

Cllr Bridgman was also thanked for cutting the hedges in the Recreation Field
and without charge to the Parish.

COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

Defibrillator  No further report.

Fly Tipping No significant fly-tipping to report.

Playground equipment Cllr Johnson advised Councillors that the new activity
centre being sought by the Playing Field Support Group would cost around
£17,500 and that approximately £10,500 has been raised so far, with further grant
requests to be made.

Safeguarding No reports.

Other Councillor reports No further specific reports. Councillors mentioned
hedge cutting maintenance at Glebe View/Head Cross and by the Recreation
Field. The Council has no control over the hedge trimming and need to ask the
landowners who may co-operate when requested. The current time of the year
with nesting birds is not the correct time to cut hedges, only during the period
September to February. Councillors resolved to note.

CLERK’S ITEMS

Weed Management control The Clerk advised Councillors that Cornwall
Highways intend to re-introduce weed management control throughout the
County. Further information to follow.

PROCEEDINGS OF ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISH COUNCIL 5 MAY

PRESENT Councillor Warne (Vice Chair), Councillors: Bridgman, Bunkum,
Floyd, Johnson, and Moore. Also in attendance: Christopher Cook - Parish Clerk
& Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), Cornwall Cllr. Jim Gale.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION Three members of the public were also present.
APOLOGIES ClIr Dolley (Chairman) (convalescing).

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

ClIr Dolley was nominated by Cllr Floyd, seconded Cllr Moore. There being

no other nominations Cllr Dolley was elected as Chairman until May 2027.
Although not present at the meeting Cllr DOLLEY had previously indicated to
the Parish Clerk that he still wished to stand as Chairman.

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

Cllr Warne was nominated by Cllr Moore, seconded Cllr Bridgman. There being
no other nominations, Cllr Warne was elected as Vice Chairman until May 2027.
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DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST None.

MINUTES
The draft minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 7 April 2026 were approved.

MATTERS ARISING None.

REPORT BY CORNWALL COUNCILLOR JAMES GALE

Cornwall Cllr Gale reported on the following:

+ Public realm involving the reintroduction of Glyphosate in the parish and the
recent vote for consultation.

+ The current situation regarding damage to the Clapper Bridge where Cllr Gale
has now involved all three local parish councils to try and gain a community lead
pressure approach to resolve the repairs.

« The current housing shortages and the fact that 25k are currently registered
on the home choice system for housing also the fact that currently 900 people
are registered as homeless and therefore temporary accommodation for them is
coming in at an annual cost of 12m pounds.

+ The points raised above will be further affected by the new landlords/tenant’s
Act which is already effectively bringing a huge private rental shortage to the
market and increasing significantly the monthly rental ceiling height.

+ As the local divisional councillor Cllr Gale has currently raised 5 enforcement
cases (none in Pillaton parish at present) and is also dealing with several adult
social care issues.

+ ClIr Gale has been asked to sit on the Strategic Planning Committee for
Cornwall dealing with larger infrastructure applications as well as being on

the Planning East Committee and hopes to keep parishes readily informed on
planning subjects.

+ A couple of issues raised during the meeting included highways, housing
arrangements at nearby Saltash and the Croft. ClIr Gale hopes to gain further
information to feed back to the Parish Council in due course.

FINANCE

The Council approved the following payments: Clerk’s salary £150, Parish Clerk
Contractural Office Allowance £26, Chairman’s expenses £4.90, Bank charges
£4.25, Western Web Ltd Domain name registration £218.40, Jon Cook Playpark
strimming £75, Cornwall ALC Limited subscription £342.45. Total £821.00.

PLANNING

One Planning Decision Received.

PA26/01025 - Smeaton Farm - Construction of agricultural building.
Approved 20 April 2026

RESOLUTIONS

Annual Governance & Accountability Return

Councillors received a Financial Statement for year ending 31 March 2026 and
were to note the Internal Auditor’s Report and set the commencement date for
the exercise of Public Rights.




The Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statement, and Certificate of
Exemption (AGAR External Audit returns) were presented by the (RFO), which
councillors resolved to approve, noting there were no conflicts of interest.
General Power of Competence

Councillors resolved to adopt to use the General Power of Competence.
GOVERNANCE

Councillors resolved to adopt the necessary areas of governance.
CHAIRMAN'S ITEMS

Recreation Field Maintenance Cllr Johnson advised that the activity equipment
should be removed from the play area ahead of the imminent RoSPA annual
inspection. Cllr Bridgman agreed to remove the equipment. Councillors thanked
ClIr Bridgman.

COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Defibrillator The current pads are being renewed/upgraded.

Fly Tipping No significant fly-tipping to report.

Safeguarding No reports.

Neighbourhood Development Plan & Parish Plan Deferred until June/July 2026

review.

8/<1aRS1H (0100 M PERSONAL AND HOLISTIC CARE PHYSIOTHERAPY
PHYSIOTHERAPY FOR PAIN AND WELLBEING  \omens HeaLTH

Jen Stroud - Specialist Musculoskeletal Holly Cummings - Specialist Adult
and Women’s Health Physiotherapist Rehabilitation Physiotherapist Home

Musculoskeletal physiotherapy for all Visit Service
injuries & pain — back, neck, shoulder, Rehab after illness, surgery, falls,
hip, knee & more long hospital stay - get your
Acupuncture for pain and tension confidence and your life back!
Manual therapy for movement and Covering East Cornwall, Plymouth
pain and West Devon. Travel charges
Lymphatouch for swelling & scars may apply.
Shockwave therapy for soft tissue
pains

Women's Health: Mummy MOT, Get in touch, we’d love to help you...

Pelvic Health Physiotherapy A 078:9:52_75: e
Pessary Fitting ello@jenstroudphysiotherapy.co.u

Scar therapy www.jenstroudphysiotherapy.co.uk
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BARBECUE

RICK PARK FARM

PILLATON
On

SUNDAY 2 AUGUST at 1.00 p.m.

Tickets £15.00 are available from
Shirley on (01579) 350683

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN DRINK

WEARY FRIAR COFFEE MORNINGS

Please join us for tea, coffee, cake and chat.

A fabulous opportunity for village locals of
all ages, to get together in a warm, friendly
environment with no strings attached, though
donations of cake are most welcome!

See below for list of future coffee mornings.
All dates 11.00 am to 1.00 pm.

Monday 18" May  Monday 21 September
Friday 19" June Friday 23" October
Monday 13" July = Monday 23" November

Friday 215 August  Friday 11" December
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Pillaton Play

NEW PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT

PILLATON PLAY (the Pillaton Playing Field Support Group) has been successful
in a significant new grant bid towards purchase of a replacement children’s
activity centre, the last phase in replacing old playground equipment on the
playing field This, together with monies already received from donations and
funding events, means we have raised over £10,000 towards the overall cost of
approximately £17,500. Further bids for grants have been made, and decisions are
awaited (but of course success cannot be guaranteed).
However, we desperately need donations from Pillaton residents and local
companies to fill a potential shortfall, and to demonstrate to grant providers we
are raising funds locally. To make this easier, donations can now be made direct on
line through PILLATON PLAY Go Fund Me at https://gofund.me/feba35f98
Such donations go straight to our bank account.
Alternatively, donations may be submitted via BACS to

Account name:  Pillaton Village Hall CIO

Account No: 63536718 Sort Code: 20-45-45

Reference: Pillaton Play
We very much hope the new activity centre will be installed by August.
The Pillaton Play team — Peter Johnson (Chairman), Chris Ley, Sarah and Ivan
Bunkum and Trina West still need your support with both donations and
suggestions for fund raising ideas. Please comment on the Pillaton Facebook
Group page, drop a note (or money — cash or cheques) at any of our houses, or
email us at pjohnsonpillaton@aol.com or Chris at chris@chrisley.plus.com as soon as
possible. Thank you — we look forward to hearing from you.

Peter R Johnson

Aapits =15 Registered with Cornwall Council in
YR i i:: accordance with Gambling Act 2005 under
§ (ERES number LI15_003139

! §

II Z?@ Club Winners

Registered Charity in England and Wales it
no. 1171103 &=

Pillaton Village Ha

Date Amount Number Winner
3 Mar 2026 £101 53 Carole Hoskin
\ 6 Apr 2026 £101 124 Karon Martin
\\ 4 May 2026 £101 129 Louise Tate /

C NEXT DRAW 1 JUNE 2026 D) //
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SKITTLES LEAGUE UPDATE g

Well, what an exciting season this has turned out to
be. The final positions, apart from last place, were
only decided by the last game of the season. Many
congratulations once again go to The Knackered
Monks, but also well done to all of the teams for
making it such an exciting season.

On the 18" April we held the Presentation Lunch
and prizes were awarded to all the teams. There
were also prizes for the Best Male and Female
players — Gary O & Maire Warwick. We also had a
quiz. Thank you to everyone who helped to make it
a very enjoyable time.

. . . . . The winning team captain,
We will be looking to have a Skittles Social again Sue White, with the trophy
in September so look out for posters around

the village nearer the time for the date. We are always happy to welcome new

members so please come along.

Maggie Bruton
SKITTLES LEAGUE 2025/26 - FINAL POSITIONS
TEAM PLAYED | TO PLAY | SKITTLES | POINTS
Knackered Monks 9 1 1274 42
Hillbillies 9 2 1265 41
The Mavericks 9 2 1296 40
Wild Indians 9 1 1091 19

PILLATON VILLAGE HALL CIO 200 CLUB

Are you aware/do you know of the Pillaton Village Hall _

200 Club, which is drawn on the first Monday of each J 4D e
month and raises funds for the upkeep &u‘\.\ 7
and maintenance of the Village Hall. \ ry 7 1 8 Cp
We have been running the Club since L = ‘\
November 2020 and would very much g P “ﬁs "
like you to join us. o 8 H\ et
If you would like to participate by having \ 3 {

a number(s) in the draw, it is £24 per - N
annum for one number. £12 goes to the prize fund and £12 to the Village Hall.
Please contact Chris Ley on 07972 817086 to sign up.

REMEMBER.... You have to be in it to win it!!!
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&S THE CHERRY FEAST 2026 &

For anyone new to the village, the Cherry Feast is a much-loved annual event that began
over 50 years ago, started by the vicar's wife to raise funds for the fabric fund of our two
parish churches, St Mellion and St Odulph’s here in Pillaton. After a pause in 2020 due to
Covid-19, it was revived in 2023 and now takes place at its new home at Bush Farm.

Think of it as a classic village fete @ —with something for everyone!
Highlights include:

Tombola & @ Wine Wheel %) Fun Dog Show &% Bouncy Castle
€3 Animal Petting Children’s activities (St Mellion School tent)

I Plant Stall © & The ever-popular Tea Tent (queues guaranteed!)
Date: SUNDAY 5t JULY 2026

@ Location: BUSH FARM

@& VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Cherry Feast is run by a small committee on behalf of the PCC, and we’'d love more
helping hands!

$& Help needed for tent set-up on Friday 3rd July

& And on the day itself

If you'd like to get involved, please do get in touch!

& CAKES & BAKES

We need delicious contributions for both the Cake Stall and Tea Tent.

@ Drop off on the day at Bush Farm:
e Helen Edwards (Cake Stall)
e MimiHumphrey (Tea Tent)

B Please include a list of ingredients

% Gluten-free & L vegan bakes are especially welcome!
R Helen: 01579 350670 / 07974 945708

Ra Mimi: 07834 628627

@ PRETTY THINGS STALL

Karen Dunn and her team are collecting:

© Costume jewellery & Hats & summer scarves

& Good handbags /A Clean clothes (good condition)
@ Drop off: Monksgate (porch), opposite Briars Ryn

© No bric-a-brac please

14



€¥8 NEW FOR 2026 - TOOLS STALL

Les will be selling high-quality second-hand tools:

s Woodworking tools, clamps & specialist items
Have tools to donate? (No “ready for the tip” items please!)

@ Drop off: The Old Chapel
R 07943 466398
les.wyatt@evviva.co.uk

RAFFLE TICKETS

We're looking for volunteers to sell tickets at Carkeel Garden Centre during weekends in
June.

® New this year: 1-hour slots (in pairs)

s Contact Kirsty Mims:

07796 315861 / Kirsteen.agutter@outlook.com

We'll also be promoting the event with signs and flyers—including a reminder that two
winning tickets last year were sold at the garden centre!

@ WINE WHEEL

& tf TOMBOLA ‘;:" 7“‘ Y &:ﬁ %}?{' ’.:.‘ b 4 'Ef

Run by Dawn (Bell at the ready!)

 Unwanted gifts @ Toiletry sets “ 006 ;”

i [
&) Those extra Christmas socks! = Sl.mdﬂy gth ,my
Bush Farm, Pillaton

Donati | : &
Bootr;feéoor;swvivrsecg)r?tehe wine wheel & e “eRRy F&#
L

PL126QY
[l BOOK STALL N “
Donations of books in good ‘0 .‘
condition can be left with: Classos: @
Debbie at Valley View i
Mimi at Pillaton Barton Farmhouse | ; Jeesestial
* Dog that looks most like its owner
+ Dog the judge would like to take JUDGE: PAMLOWTHER
home
We look forward to another + Anydog thathasn't won a rosatta )
* * p—w STARTS 2:00 IN THE SAND SCHOOL.
fantastic community day— - 4 (REGISTER BY 1:30). BUSH FARM PLIZ 6QY
please come along and support ENTRY FEE - £2 PER CLASS oy

this special village tradition!

Duaclaimar - Thia ia a “fun dog show”,

. Wt N ey
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PILLATON

SPRING SHOW
2026 |

The constant New Year rain and last minute
localised hailstorm did nothing to dampen the
enthusiasm for entries in this year's Spring Show.
Due to some of our regular contributors being
unable to show this time, just 15 adults and one
child exhibitor produced a wonderful 285 entries.
We don't normally reveal our judges' identities,
but on this occasion making decisions about

the best Camellias this year proved a challenge
for our most esteemed judge Dick Harnett who
commented that the display was one of the best
he had ever seen. The quality was partly due to the lack of frost this year, so there
were some really lovely unspoiled blooms. He was also impressed by the incredible




magnolia and the wonderful scent of all the combined entries.

The seed and plant swap has become a regular feature at the Spring Show with
Chrissie Russell very generously providing many of the plants from her own
garden and raising £55 for the Cornwall Wildlife Trust, whilst providing extensive
knowledge on how to care for your chosen plants.

We are happy to take any plant donations at any time during the year to grow on
for the next swap.

Congratulations to the trophy winners, several of whom are different to last year,
which is always good to see :

Horticultural Society Shield : most points in show - Clare Page

J & V Tucker Trophy : most points in junior sections - Dexter Russell

The Dunloe shield : most points in shrubs - Greta Jope

The Angove Trophy : most points in floral art - Sue Archer

R Peter Cup : junior floral art - Dexter Russell

The Dan du Plessis Trophy : most points for daffodils - Christine Dunn

The Dan du Plessis Memorial Trophy : most points for daffodils by a Pillaton

parishioner - Clare Page
Thank you to all those lovely people who contributed raffle prizes and their time
and effort in organising, setting up and clearing away. It is very much appreciated.
And Carole's thoughts : "It was a very good show."
You can now set about organising the 40th Anniversary Summer Show on Saturday
5 September then contact Carole.
We would love for this to be our best ever show as it is such a long running village
tradition, so get knitting, sewing, woodworking, practising your baking. taking
photos and tending your plants ready for the Event of the Year. The Summer Show
Schedule will be delivered to Pillaton properties during the summer holidays and
we hope to see you there.

Tracy Kennedy
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PILLATON AND ST MELLION HANDBELL RINGERS

The Handbell Ringers have continued to thrive over the past year in spite of
diminishing numbers and increasing age. The group has been in existence now
for over 45 years, and although there have been some changes in membership,
several of the founder members are still active. We took part in the Saltash
Music Festival again this year and won both handbell ringing classes and also
won the peal ringing class at the Lamerton Festival last October. Just before
Christmas we were invited to perform live on Hospital Radio which is broadcast
across the Plymouth Hospitals and online across the world. Not sure how many
people were listening, but we certainly enjoyed the experience even though we
had to squeeze into a very small studio!

However, it is becoming increasingly difficult to fulfil all the demands on our
time and we feel that it is important that we recruit new members to ensure the
group can carry on into the future. For this reason we are planning to hold an
open afternoon to showcase what we do in the hope that there may be others
who would like to try their hand at handbell ringing. No musical knowledge or
ability is necessary (although it helps) as we ring by numbers rather than musical
notation. We certainly don't take ourselves too seriously and aim to have fun
rather than achieve perfection. The afternoon will involve some ringing and
demonstrations and the opportunity for all to experience handbell ringing if they
wish. There will, of course, be tea and plenty of homemade cakes and so we hope
to encourage everyone to come along and support us even if they have no wish

to become part of the team.
Maire Warwick

Pillaton and St Mellion
Handbell Ringers

Open Afternoon

Wednesday 3 June
2.30 p.m.

Pillaton Village Hall

Please come along and enjoy an afternoon of
music and community with free refreshments.
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OUR NEW VICAR

Well, the news is that there isn’t actually a new vicar! We hoped that the process
to begin selecting a new vicar would begin very soon, but it doesn’t look like

it will. The Deanery Synod, and a number of focus groups, have met several
times over the last few months to try and iron out differences in views across
the Benefices as to how to move forward with the Deanery Plan. Some of you
may remember that the Deanery Plan was agreed back in 2022, which resulted
in three vicars, or ‘Oversight Ministers’ for the whole of the Deanery. The view
of many — and the view in this parish - was that it was crazy to have one vicar
for 11+ churches. However, with church numbers dwindling, the aim was

to streamline services, make worship more relevant and grow the church by
encouraging younger people to church and to vary the types of services that
currently run.

Unfortunately, because the Deanery Plan has not been able to be implemented
as some had envisaged, it may be ‘fruitful and sustainable’ (as the Diocese say)

to relook at the plan and decide how best to serve people in the Benefice of the
Tamar Valley. Until then, we cannot recruit a vicar as we don’t know what the
role will look like. Fingers crossed that the powers that be will be sensible as they
carve their way through the challenges and soon be in a position to advertise

the post. Unfortunately, there is not a glut of clergy coming through and so
applicants for vacant posts are thin on the ground. We can only hope and pray
that the next incumbent is the right fit and will stick around to take us forward
for the next few years.

Kirsty Mims,
Deanery Synod Rep,
St Mellion with Pillaton PCC

Garden Maintenance and Carpentry

? RCL Services E
“’,L‘ Trustworthy, Reliable & Hardworking !‘,“‘
C 2

-

e Grass cutting e Pruning
e Hedge Trimming e (Clearance

, e Strimming e Recently qualified carpenter

e General repairs

Also happy to help out as a labourer, extra pair of hands, farm work
Call Ross on 07483 827009 for more information




PROPERTY
CLEANING

®DOMESTIC CLEANING WORK UNDERTAKEN
eWEEKLY HOUSE CLEANS

® BATHROOMS AND KITCHENS
¢ RENTAL PROPERTIES BETWEEN TENANTS

e BUILD CLEANS
® STUDENT ACCOMMODATION BETWEEN LETS
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Lcola Greene /

BSc(Hons) Podiatry McHs

.
HPC Registered Chiropodist/Podiatrist

Home Visit Practice treating all your foot carg! ds:

¢ Nail Cutting {/

e Corns and Calluses o /
¢ Thickened Nails .
e Dry Cracked Skin e

2 A
e Foot Pain —
e Diabetic Foot Assessments
Contact details: Mobile: 07786164205

E-mail: nicki greene@yahoo com
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SWEEPSCLEAN!

PROFESSIONALLY REGISTERED, iy
RELIABLE CHIMNLEY SWEEP

* Excellent Service * Birds nest/blockages removal
* ‘Mess free’ work * Camera Surveys/Stove

* Roof and Chimney Drone Installation
Inspection Service * Chimney & twin wall liners

* Cowl & Bird Guard Fitting * Supply of stoves & accessories

Appliance and Chimney safety advice
HETAS Registered Sweep and Member of APICS

Call us now D |- S
01579 351478 / 07768 750669 ., -
www.brucesweepsclean.co.uk HET%
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OIL HEATING SPECIALISTS:
Oil Boilers
AGA & Rayburn

Servicing GFG OIL SERVICES

Repairs

Installation
Advice &

Reg # 104157

Established in 2002. Callington based

\\\ L (r cleaning specialist offering carpet, upholstery

~ as well as hard floor cleaning service.
(‘ | pride myself in being a friendly and
"t FreSh experienced professional who endeavours to
Carpet cleaning produce the best available results every time.

| offer both steam and dry cleaning of carpets and upholstery for both
the domestic and commercial markets.

| also specialise in hard floor cleaning, including cleaning and sealing of
tiles and grout, and natural stone such as slate, limestone, granite;
also modern vinyl’s and LVT, including Amtico and Karndean.

National Carpet Cleaners Association Trained & Qualified Member.

FREE QUOTES NC g
Telephone: 07905 188459 or 0800 3893393 L.y Gpr C

. .
e-mail: nevil_fresh@msn.com MEMBER 3900
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AG Accountancy Ltd

AG Accountancy Utd 1. 07554 244417 ¢ d AAT Licensed

Coombe Mill Farm w: ogaccountancy.co.uk Tax Advisers a aa Accountant

Pillaton, Saltash o angelo@ag-accountancy.co.uk Practical Tax People Licensed and reguloted by AAT fo provide services
Association accordance with licence number 1001019

Cornwall PL12 5AN Taabtion Techaicons " .

AG Accountancy Lid. Registered in England and Wales. Company number 12453338, Registered office address: Coombe Mill Farm, Pillaton, Saltash, England, PL12 SAN.

N Now Delivering Throughout
moorland fue[_gﬁ\< the Pillaton Area

part of your landscape Call Today' 01837 55700

Great prices on:
- Heating Oil & Tractor Diesel
- Oil Tank Cleaning

- Lubricants

- Coal

We’re a family-run, independent
and excellent customer service.

- Oil Tank Replacement & Installation [fue[ company offering great prices

Moorlands House, North Road, Okehampton, EX20 1BQ =~ www.moorlandfuels.co.uk
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CHURCH DIARY
ST. MELLION-with-PILLATON and ST DOMINIC
DATE DAY TIME SERVICE/EVENT CHURCH
17 May Sunday 1000 Holy Communion Pillaton
19 May Tuesday 0930 Holy Communion St Mellion
24 May Sunday 1000 Contemporary Celtic Worship St Dominic
1000 Holy Communion St Mellion
26 May Tuesday 0930 Holy Communion St Dominic
31May Sunday 1000 Joint Service St Andrew’s, Calstock
02Jun Tuesday 0930 Holy Communion Pillaton
07Jun Sunday 1 000 Morning Praise Pillaton
1800 Cornish Evening Prayer Halton Quay
14 Jun Sunday 1000 Holy Communion St Dominic
1000 Morning Praise St Mellion
16Jun Tuesday 0930 Holy Communion St Mellion
21Jun Sunday 1000 Holy Communion Pillaton
23 Jun Tuesday 0930 Holy Communion St Dominic
28 Jun Sunday 1000 Celtic Contemporary Worship St Dominic
1000 Holy Communion St Mellion
05Jul  Sunday 1000 Matins Pillaton
1800 Cornish Evening Prayer Halton Quay
07 Jul  Tuesday 0930 Holy Communion Pillaton
12Jul  Sunday 1000 Morning Praise St Mellion
1000 Holy Communion St Dominic
19Jul Sunday 1000 Holy Communion Pillaton
21Jul Tuesday 0930 Holy Communion St Mellion
26 Jul  Sunday 1000 Holy Communion St Mellion
1000 Contemporary Celtic Worship St Dominic
28 Jul  Tuesday 0930 Holy Communion St Dominic
BENEFICE CONTACT DETAILS
Strategic Rural Dean: Rev'd Michael Johnson
Email address: eastwivelshire@gmail.com Tel: 07703 0503110
For all matters concerning the church, timings of services, and enquiries
regarding baptisms, weddings, and funerals, visit the Benefice website at:
www.sites.google.com/tamar7.org/tamar-valley-benefice
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WASTE AND RECYCLING DATES

Tue 12 May
Wed 13 May
Wed 20 May
Tue 26 May
Wed 27 May
Wed 3 Jun

Tue 9 Jun

Wed 10 Jun

Garden Waste Wed 17 Jun Food/Recycling
Food/Rubbish Tue 23 Jun Garden Waste
Food/Recycling Wed 24 Jun Food/Rubbish
Garden Waste Wed 1 Jul Food/Recycling
Food/Rubbish Tue 07 Jul Garden Waste
Food/Recycling Wed 08 Jul Food/Rubbish
Garden Waste Wed 15 Jul Food/Recycling
Food/Rubbish Tue 21 Jul Garden Waste

Pillaton Pillage Diary

Mon 4 May | Pillaton Village Hall 200 Club Draw

Tue 5 May Parish Council Meeting, Pillaton Village Hall

Mon 18 May | Coffee Morning, Weary Friar

Sat30May | Ceilidh Dance in aid of the Friends of St Odulph, Pillaton Village Hall

Mon 1Jun Pillaton Village Hall 200 Club Draw

Tue 2 Jun Parish Council Meeting, Pillaton Village Hall

Wed 3 Jun Pillaton & St Mellion Handbell Ringers Open Afternoon, Village Hall

Sun 6 Jun Quiz Night, Weary Friar

Sun 5 Jul Cherry Feast, Bush Farm, Pillaton

Mon 6 Jul Pillaton Village Hall 200 Club Draw

Tue 7 Jul Parish Council Meeting, Pillaton Village Hall

Sun 2 Aug Summer Barbecue, Rick Park Farm

Sat 5 Sep Pillaton Gardening Club Spring Show, Pillaton Village Hall

Sat 26 Sep Macmillan Cancer Support Coffee Morning, Pillaton Village Hall

Sun 25 Oct Pumpkin Festival, Pillaton Village Hall

Yillage P etws Cory DATES 2026/27
Issue No. | Copy Date | Dist. Date | Issue No. | Copy Date | Dist. Date

244 6 Jul 24 Jul 247 5 Jan 23 Jan
245 7 Sep 25 Sep 248 8 Mar 26 Mar
246 9 Nov 27 Nov 249 3 May 21 May

The distribution date is a guideline and the Village News will often be available earlier.
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12" Century Inn
Pillaton

Ryan and Trina welcome you
to The Weary Friar Inn

A Traditional Pub/Restaurant selling Pub Food & Chef’s Specialities

OPENALLDAY  CHILDREN WELCOME 13 BEDROOMS EN SUITE
Wedding Receptions/Conference Functions large and small catered for.
‘Friar’s Rest” holiday cottage available; convenient location for friends/relatives.
For information on all events see website www.wearyfriar.co.uk or follow us on Facebook.

For reservations tel: 01579-350238 or e-mail: info@wearyfriar.co.uk

Caravan & Motorhome Storage
* Secure Hard Standing Compound
* Competitive Rates

* EasyAccess to A30/A38

Fancy a break away? We also offer:
+ Certified Location Site for caravans &
motorhomes
*  Working farm location
+ Countryside views and access to our
ponds and woodland
Contact Tim & Helen Lucas

L 01579 350486 or 07967 754159
www.stmellionstorage.co.uk
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A donation or a legacy in your will

Could help to protect and preserve the future of our churches.
Since 1259, St Melanus and St Odulph churches have been
at the heart of St Mellion and Pillaton villages.
Places of love, reflection, worship and thanksgiving.
Donate today on our Just Giving page:
www.justgiving.com/stmellion-pillatonpcc

or by cheque payable to “St Mellion with Pillaton PCC”
Gift Aid your donation to add 25%

For more information or to set up a regular donation contact

Jim Bennet
16, Barton Meadows, Pillaton, Saltash, Cornwall PL12 6SE
email: jimbennet16@gmail.com Tel:01579 350067; 07979644990

Copy for Yillage 2 etws

Deadline for copy: Monday 6™ July 2026
Publication date: Friday 24" July 2026

Copy should preferably be sent to my office e-mail address at
dwane.design@btinternet.com in the form of a Word document or simply
text in an e-mail. If you do not have access to the internet, hard copy is
perfectly acceptable (typed or handwritten) and should be delivered to me at
9 Barton Meadow. Images for the Village News can be in virtually any digital
format or as hard copy for scanning.

Any queries please call Robin Dwane on 01579-351560.

VILLAGE NEWS ADVERTISING RATES
Full Page advert: £14 per issue; Discounted price for six issues: £72
Half page advert: £7 per issue; Discounted price for six issues: £36
Third page advert: £5 per issue; Discounted price for six issues: £25
Quarter page advert £4 per issue; Discounted price for six issues: £20
Small Classified Adverts: Free to village residents.

The views expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor.
The Editor reserves the right to alter or omit any articles submitted.
© Copyright Pillaton Village News
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PENTILLIE 1’1
Castle & Estate | RETE e, AP

CORNWALL

Dates for your Diary

Garden Open Day:

In aid of Alzheimer’s Society | Sun 17 May, 11am-5pm
Join us for our final spring open day in support of those
living with dementia, awaiting a diagnosis, or caring for a
loved one.

Castle café open each day from 12 noon.

King Arthur & the Holy Fail
Sun 7 June, gardens open 5:30pm
The Three Inch Fools join us again for an epic tale of
Arthurian adventure & medieval mayhem.
Tickets:
Adult £24 | Under 18s £14 | Family £68 | Under 5s free

Bespoke Weddings | Special Celebrations

Private Retreats | Memorable Stays

The Pirates of Penzance
Thur 10 Sept, gardens open 5:30pm
lllyria return for an evening of glittering wit, razor sharp
satire and glorious music.
Tickets:
Adult £20 | Child 3-15s £12 | Under 3s free

Friend of Pentillie Garden Membership
Enjoy exclusive access to gardens on select dates each
month, pool and sauna hire & special discounts for just
£30 this May when you use code MayFOP at checkout

Pentillie Castle & Estate, St Mellion, Saltash, Cornwall, PL12 6QD
01579 350044 | contact@pentillie.co.uk | www.pentillie.co.uk

ST. MELLION

Contact the Membershlp Team on 01579 352022 / membershlp@st mellion.co.uk
st-mellion.co.uk *terms & conditions apply
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